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These Letters Eave already appeared in the Irish 
EccUnoiiical Gazette, and are now reprinted at the 
suggestion of some friends, as likely to be useful. 

F.O. 



THE WOKD AND THE SACBAMENTS. 



Letter I. 

Sir, — ^I have been lately led by some remarks in the 
Oazette to the effect that there was a party in the Church 
who seemed to be trying to lower the Sacraments in public 
estimation, to consider the subject more fully, and I can 
hardly imagine one which it would be more interesting or 
profitable to have discussed in the pages of your journal, 
and if yon will allow me, I will put before your readers the 
conclusion to which I have arrived, which I do with much 
respect for other men's opinions, and with a very sincere 
desire that what St. Paul calls ^' the truth of the Gospel " 
may be only made the more clear to us all. And first I 
would say, that there would be no safer way of estimating 
the importance which belongs to anything in the great 
scheme of Redemption, or which would better enable us 
^^ rightly to handle the word of truth," than to ascertain 
and put it into its proper place. 

Now then, I suppose we shall all allow that the first 
place of all belongs, kut e^oxrjyy to the Word. The Word 
of God is that mighty lever which the Spirit of God has at 
all times made use of in accomplishing His great purposes 
both of Providence and of grace. The great universe of 
creation was brought into existence by that Word '^ without 
whom there was not anything made that was made," and 
by which St. Peter tells us that not only ^' the Heavens 
were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in 
the water ;" but that '^ by the same Word they are kept 
in store," against the judgment of the great day. And, in 
the kingdom of grace the same Word has from the begin- 
ning been employed in impartiog spiritual life to & f«.U&'CL 
world, as it is written, " the euUasi^^ qITWj ^^x^ ^3;:^'^^^ 
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light," etc. It has ever been the great regenerator, the 
" great power of God unto salvation," the very " sword of 
the Spirit," the great " dlscerEiir of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart," that * Word of God which liveth and 
abideth for ever," by which sinners are born again and 
become the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ, as it 
is written that " faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God." This is that Word to which, without 
rivalry, the first place belongs in the economy of grace, and 
of which the Spirit itself has testified that " Thou hast 
magnified Thy Word above all Thy name." 

Then come, next in order, the Sacraments of the Church, 
in all their simple but surpassing beauty and power, with 
which Christ armed His apostles when He sent them out 
" to turn men from darkness to light, and from th« power 
of Satan unto God," to be the handmaids of the Word, to 
give their ancillary assistance (as long as time should last) 
to the great eternal Word ; to support and nourish, and 
strengthen the spiritual life which the Word should impart 
— the one, as soon as children should be born unto God, 
either as infants or adults, to introduce them into God s 
family, to give them their place in His household, His 
Spirit supplying them with grace and strength '^ to continue 
Christ's faithful soldiers and servants to their life's end." 
In the case of infants, tliey being received and treated as 
being partakers of that faith and repentance by which we 
become God's children — and the other, to be an inexhaust- 
ible source of strengthening and refreshing to believers' 
souls — a house of refreshment where the wayfaring man 
would be always welcomed, a royal banquet, " a feast of 
fat things full of marrow, of wines upon the lees well re- 
fined," where the banner of love would be ever floating 
overhead, and the guests invited to feed their souls on 
Christ Himself " by faith with thanksgiving." And shall we 
say that they who take this view of the Sacraments are 
trying to lower them ? or shall we not rather say that they 
are doing them an injury who try to magnify them above 
the place in which the Saviour put them, who would deck 
them out with meretricious trappings, they whose " loveli- 
ness needs not the foreign aid of ornament," and of whom 
it might be truly said, that non egent istis defensoribus. 



It is also well worth obseryiDg about the Sacraments, 
that the idea of them did not originate with our blessed 
Lord, bnt that thej were both adopted by Him in His 
wisdom from cnstoms already in existence, one from that of 
public teachers of philosophy and ethics, that when any one 
had joined himself to Him as a disciple, he should be bap- 
tised in His name, which was, so far, just what John's 
baptism and Christian baptism implied, and the other, 
from the ordinance of the Passover^aud that our Lord gave 
them simply as ordinances, the Church afterwards having 
raised them deservedly to the dignity of Sacraments, while 
it should never be lost sight of, that the Sacraments, from 
the very veneration in which they were held (as veneration 
has ever been one of the parents of superstition), began very 
early to be magnified, and that the process when unchecked, 
went on so as, in the case of one of them, to culminate at 
length in the astounding absurdities of Transubstantiation ; 
and is there not then good reason that we should be on our 
guard against a like deception in the present day ? or will 
any unprejudiced man say that the state of things in the 
Church of £ngland does not loudly and earnestly call upon 
us to guard our beloved Sacraments from a profanation by 
which the cause of the beloved author of them is weakened 
and injured under the plea of honouring Him, lest it result 
with us also in similiar superstition. The Sacraments were 
never intended to give life, but only to support it, and that 
only to serve a gracious purpose for a time, at the end of 
which, like faith and hope, they will be laid aside, while 
the Word, like charity, will endure for ever. 

Frederick Owen. 



Letter IL 

Sir,— -Having spoken in a former letter of the Sacraments 
as having been instituted, not for the pnrpose of giving 
life, bat for the supporting of it, I would ask you to allow 
me now to state further how this agrees with the language 
and usage of the Church with respect to them, and more 
especially with respect to Baptism. In the case of the 
Lord's Supper, I suppose it will easily be allowed that it 
was intended for the use and benefit of those who were 
already the faithful servants and subjects of the Lord, to 
sustain and invigorate them under the toils and trials which 
they were so soon and so continually to meet with, and 
which is so well expressed by our Church, when she says 
that the benefits which we derive from it are ^' the strength- 
ening and refreshing of our souls," which certainly and 
clearly implies previous life. Now, I believe that just the 
same thing is true of the Sacrament of Baptism — ^viz., that 
it was appointed to be the door of admission into the 
Chnrch of all who by the labours and ministry of the 
Apostles and their successors should be induced to believe 
the Gospel, and by faith in Christ to become members of 
the Church, and children of the family of God. This is 
surely made plain in all the special cases of baptism which 
are recorded in the Acts — when the Eunuch asked whether 
he might be admitted, he was told that '' if he believed " 
he might ; when Peter preached the Gospel on the day of 
Pentecost, it was only they who " repented,'* and " gladly 
received the Word," that were baptized. When Philip 
preached at Samaria, it was only those who " believed " 
who " were baptized." When Cornelias and his household 
were admitted by baptism, it was not till after they '' had 
received the Holy Ghost," and when Lydia joined the 
company, it was not till after '^ the Lord had opened her 
heart," and blessed to her the Word which was spoken by 
Paul, and all this in strict accordance with our Lord's 
instructions to his followers in Matt, xxviii. 19, 20 — that 
they should *' make disciples " in all nations, then admit 
them by baptism into the Church, and then, as our Church 
so well expresses it, instruct them farther "in all other 



things which a Christian onght to know and believe to his 
soul's health," or, as it might be expressed in the strong 
language of St. Paul to the Hebrews, ^' leaving the principles 
of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection, not 
laying again the foundation of repentance and of faith 
toward God, and of the doctrine of baptisms, and this will 
we do," says the Apostle, " if God permit," and so say I. 

But it may be asked, how is this to be carried out in 
respect of infants? Here we have indeed an interesting 
question, the question of how it came to pass that infants 
should be admitted by baptism into the Church, but surely 
one which we have a fairly satisfactory means of answering, 
as far at least as a most reasonable probability will go, 
which Bishop Butler reminds us we must often, and may 
safely act upon, and especially when, as in the present 
case, it amounts almost to a certainty — taking care at the 
same time to bear in mind that baptism and infant baptism 
are two distinct things, one instituted and made use of by 
Christ himself long before infant baptism was ever thought 
of, and the other by his followers (to whom, indeed, he 
left almost every thing about the '^ building up " of his 
Church, as we are told in Ephesians iv. 12) to meet the 
exigency of the case, and ever after (to use the language 
of our Church), to be ^* retained " in the Church ; the one 
being the genuSy and the other the species^ and the true 
nature of every thing being always to be looked for in the 
genus^ and not in the species. 

First then, we have the fact, that almost without 
exception, all the first followers of Christ were Jews, and 
that, as after the day of Pentecost there were many thou- 
sands of them in Jerusalem, so we must conclude there were 
many thousand infants — the question must therefore speedily 
have arisen " what are we to do with them ?" our children 
belong to " the holy seed " (see Ezra ix. 2), and as such 
are '*holy" (see 1 Cor. vii. 14), God's children already; 
hitherto we have been allowed to have them recognised as 
such at eight days old, and admitted by the door of 
circumcision into the Church — are we to be debarred the 
same privilege now that we are Christians, and to have our 
children growing up around us unrecognised as belonging to 
any Church?" and must wenot&e^tVi^^^uOixs&v^'^^^^v^^^ 
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mast have come to — viz., that everjrthing should remain as 
U had ever been, with only this simple change, that the door 
of admission should be a different one ; and although some 
little difficulty may at first have arisen as to faith and 
repentance as the necessary qualification for admission, we 
may surely safely infer that it was easily got rid of, by the 
wise and admirable arrangement that the children of Chris- 
tian parents being already of ^' the holy seed," and as such 
of the family of God, should by a sponsorial arrangement, 
and by the mouth of substituted sureties, make a solemn 
profession of faith and repentance, the principle that faith 
and repentance were necessary, being thus most skilfully 
preserved, while the announcement was, under the circum- 
stances, impossible ; in accordance with which the Church 
does not permit the infant to be baptized till after this 
profession has been made, and declares that in baptism the 
infant is '* grafted into the body of Christ's Church," and 
*' faith strengthened," both which expressions imply previous 
life, and expressly states in her catechism that repentance 
and faith are *' required in order to baptism," and although 
it is said that therein the infant is ^' made the child of 
God," it is plain that the affiliation is not attributed to the 
baptism, for then the word made use of would be iherehyy 
but that a form of expression is made use of which is very 
common, by which a transaction is not said to be perfected, 
or 9k fait accompli, until after the document has been, in the 
language of our article, '* visibly signed and sealed." It 
thus seems evident that as I have stated in my first letter, 
the Sacraments were not intended to give life, but to support 
it, and that the language of the Church is in accordance with 
this view of the case. 

Frederick Owen. 

I subjoin, by way of postscript, some lines which I found 
in an old book years ago, and which, in my view of the 
case, are full of truth and beauty. 

EPITAPH ON CHILD HAVING DIED UNBAPTIZED. 

Mortnns hen I sacra nee lotns aqaa, nee nomine notns, 
Kon habni nomen quod tibi, Ghriste, darem, 
In libro vitae in me, sine nomine, scribas, 

Spes est in solo nomine nostra tuo. 



Letter III. 

Sir,-— Though yon have wisely determined to let the dis- 
CQSsion of the sabject of Infant Baptism be discontinaed for 
the present, I will ask yon to allow me room for one letter 
more, which I will promise shall be the last from me, on the 
sabject of the sacrament of the Lord's Sapper — some remarks 
of mine having been so strangely misonderstood as to lead 
one of yonr correspondents to speak of my opinions as leading 
to *' contempt of a plain command of Christ ;" and another 
to make ase of the expression *^ a mere commemoration of a 
historical fact.^ Of coarse, I make no mention of names, 
as I have no. controversy with men, bat only with things. 
With respect to the last remark, I am glad to have an oppor- 
tanity of setting year correspondent right by stating the 
view which I think the so-called Evangelical party hold 
aboat the Encharist — ^viz., that it is a commemoration not of 
a fact bat of a person, which are clearly two distinct things. 
We believe that in the lively remembrance of Him who 
lived and died for as there lies a Divine power to strengthen 
our faith, to fill oar hearts with His love, and to bring all 
heaven and Christ Himself before oar eyes, and to be the 
exact and literal fulfilment of His dying command when He 
said — "Do this in remembrance of Me;" and we believo 
that in calling to mind thas the adored and beloved Person, 
a most lively remembrance is included of all that He did and 
soffered for oar sakes. And shall we say that in doing this 
with all solemnity and reverence, as in the very presence of 
Christ, and in falfilment of the Scrlptare precept " decently 
and in order," we are dishonoaring the blessed Sacrament ? 
—or are not they dishonoaring it who try to embellish it 
with external ornamentations, and sensuous and artistic 
appliances, and who try to commend it to admiration by 
loading it with 



Meretricions graces to begmle, 

And clustering oruamoiita \.o c\o% \k<& y^^^ 
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Instead of leaving it 

" Like the cernlean arch we see, 
Majestic in its own simplicity.'* 

It is snrelj the very worst compliment thej could paj to an 
institation of their Lord's designing. 

Bnt I must add that we most not be surprised if this view 
of the Sacrament is unacceptable to many, because the truth 
is that the ^' old man " which is in us all, finding it much 
easier to walk by sight than by faith, will dways be 
clamouring for an undue stress being laid upon the '^ outward 
and yisible '' element in religion. It is as true in Ethics as 
in Physics that *' all bodies move in whatever direction there 
is the least resistance ;" and so ^' the natural man " that is in 
us all will always move in the direction where everything 
is easiest to the fallen mind, will always like to be '^ subject 
to ordinances," and to be conversant with forms, and signs, 
and symbols which he can handle, and with doings and 
observances which are within his reach ; and therefore the 
principles laid down in the Tracts for the Times of sacra- 
mental justification and elaborate workings of ordinances 
will always be in high favour with him, of which we have 
had a remarkable exemplification in the case of a clergyman 
who died lately in England, the Rev. W. S. Sibthorpe, the 
narrative of whose life and experience has lately been given 
to the public, and might serve, like the Eddystone Light- 
house, to guard others against the rock on which he suffered 
shipwreck, though saved, as I have no doubt eventually, 
like the Apostle himself, " on broken pieces of the ship." 
His case was a very remarkable one, for he was for many 
years a most excellent and devoted clergyman in the Church 
of England, from whose principles in respect o^ justification 
he never deviated to his dying day, while in respect of 
sanctification he fell into the fatal but natural error of en- 
deavouring to keep himself alive unto God by the help of 
rites and ceremonies, and ended his days as a Roman Catholic 
priest, having, as appeared at the last, vainly endeavoured 
by his '^ daily sacrifice'' and daily masses, and daily reading 
of his Breviary, and praying before a crucifix, to secure 
himself that happiness of mind and ^^ assurance of hope " 
^ which he so ardently longed for. 
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If I might be allowed to take the liberty, I wonld recom- 
mend his most interesting memoir to all jour readers of every 
school of thought — and I, of course, would not be sorry if 
all were to learn from it what I have learned myself — ^viz., 
that we must not wonder that when any one adopts the 
principles of the TractSj he becomes a Bitualist, or that any 
BituaUst becomes a Roman Catholic, believing, as I do, that 
the principle is the same in all the three cases, and that they 
only differ in degree. 

Frederick Owen. 
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